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with truth, patience, self-control, tranquillity, religious vows, purity,
fortitude, private study, good conduct, refinement, and steadfastness
(and) abounding in learning and penances, and free from the, excite-
ment of surprise."1 Again in the Mandasor stone inscription of
Yasodharman and Visnuvardhana, ascribed to the year A. D. 533-34,
it is stated how in many countries the sun was obscured by the
smoke of the oblations of sacrifices, where flourished thick and
thriving crops of grain " through the god Maghavan pouring
cloudfuls of rain upon (their) boundaries; and in which the ends of
the fresh sprouts of the mango-trees in the parks (ndytina) are
eagerly plucked in joy by the hands of wanton women."3

Kalidasa may be said to supplement this information revealed by
Gupta inscriptions. Gardens (pramadavana)* were considered by him
to be ornaments to every household. He refers to private gardens
(grah-opavana)* town (public) gardens (nacjar-dpamna)5 and palace
gardens in a city (prawadavana)e>, in which were cultivated fruit trees
and flowers,7

The orchards planted on the banks of rivers, one after another, were
irrigated by narrow drains (kulya),1 through which, as well as from
fountains (wlriyaiitro)? water flowed. These drains carried the flow-
ing water into little channels (dlawlla or adharaba&dha)* which were
constructed about trees which slowly absorbed it.

The flower-gardens were more elaborately laid out. They were
graced with tanks,10 arbours of creepers having seats,11 mock hillocks
(tindasaila) with crystalline posts for tame peacocks to play on,12
swings either in bowers or In the open,13 and raised seats (vedika)
under large shady trees.14 In such places the marriage of a tree to a
creeper (sahakarah) provided a gay time to visitors,15
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